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Message

I am glad to know that Women’s Forum of B. Borooah College is
bringing out its biennial magazine …A STEP for the session 2020-2022. The
Magazine is a forum which could aptly be used for recording events, fond
memories and creative writing. I am sure that this magazine will be informative
and resourceful.

I convey my best wishes to all the noble endeavors of the forum and
hope the …A STEP will be immensely beneficial to all concerned.

Date : 1st March, 2023 (Dr. Satyendra Nath Barman)
Principal

B. Borooah College
Guwahati-781007
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…A STEP is a biennial magazine of  B.Borooah college Women’s Forum. It
aims to aid the distribution and exchange of feminist ideas in the multidisciplinary
perspective. The purpose of the magazine is to establish a feminist forum for discussion
and debate. The magazine seeks to present and re-conceptualize existing knowledge,
to examine and re-evaluate the manner in which the thinkers and researchers present
their thoughts to assess the implications these have for women’s lives.

 The term Feminism and Feminist entered the English language in the1890s
at the time of women’s emancipation movement. Feminism is the ideology or
theoretical commitment to the women’s liberation movements. Feminist theory and
ideology is marked by intense internal debates and is generally accepted as plural
thought rather than one single idea. As it is understood that theory is nothing but a
systematic and analytic approach to everyday experience.  All research operates on
theories, though most of them are implicit. We screen out certain things; we allow
others to affect us; we make choices and we don’t always understand why. Implicit
theory-making includes our assumptions about the way the world works. Theories
on feminist ideologies make us conscious, and enable us to use them more efficiently
in our day to day life. Like all other theories, feminist theories are varied and diverse.
All analyse women’s experiences of gender subordination, the roots of women’s
oppression, how gender inequality is perpetuated, and offer differing remedies for
gender inequality.

Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a necessary
foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world. There has been progress
over the last decades, but the world is not on track to achieve gender equality by
2030. Globally, no country has fully attained gender equality. Scandinavian
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countries like Iceland, Norway, Finland, and Sweden lead the world in their progress
toward closing the gender gap. In these countries, there is relatively equitable
distribution of available income, resources, and opportunities for men and women.
The greatest gender gaps are identified primarily in the Middle East, Africa, and
South Asia. However, a number of countries in these regions, including Lesotho,
South Africa, and Sri Lanka outrank the United States in gender equality.

However, feminism and gender studies are vast area of study and there are
innumerous scopes of writings on these issues. We are indeed very happy that …A

STEP has been trying its best to uphold various writings on women issues. The editors
would like to acknowledge the help of all the people involved in publication of this
issue of …A STEP First, the editors would like to thank each one of the authors for
their contributions. We offer our heartfelt thanks to all the members of editorial
board. Our sincere gratitude goes to the advisors of BBCWF for their valuable
suggestion and encouragement. We are grateful to the press and all other persons
who are involved in assisting in the entire process. We also beg apology for any
kind of mistake made in the process of editing the magazine.

Dr. Gitanjali Das
Dr. Sumana Das
Editors
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(DigitALL : Innovation and Technology for Gender Equality)

(Theam)

(Celebrating the Past,
Planning for the Future) (Gender Equality
and the Millennium Development Goals) (Gender
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Equality Beyond 2005, Building a More Secure Future),
(Women and Men United to End Violence Against

Women and Girls), (Equality for
Women is Progress for All)

(DigitALL: Innovation and Technology for
Gender Equality)
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"Switzerland of East India"
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“Hongso Bushu
Gunjum, 7-14 February”

"Land
of living culture"
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Hangshu Bushu,

22



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

(King
Thamrodhwaj)

(Dermidi Mairangma Daoga)

(Armidi Mairorgma Daoga)

Miyungma Daogah Water Fall

Hydroelectric Project

polo ground
polo ground

(Gunjum)

23



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

(Stone House)

(Affiliated to
Assam University, Silchar)

24



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

BCE
BCE

25



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

Metaphysics

Pancasiddhantika

26



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

Trapezde artist

Southern Methodist University

US Bureau of Standards UNIVAC-1101

27



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

28



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

The word empowerment stresses
upon overall development and authority or
power given to someone to do something.
Though women encompasses around half
of the world population, the major decision
making and other related avenues are all
controlled by men and we do live in a male
dominant society. The process by which
women gain power and control over their
own lives and acquire the ability to make
strategic choices is real women
empowerment.  With five components,
women empowerment deals with women's
sense of self-worth, right to take part in
decision making process, right to have
access to opportunities and resources, right
to have power to control their own lives,
both within and outside the home and
ability to influence the direction of social
change to create a more and just social and
economic order, nationally and
internationally.  To build a society as per
the aspirations based on reality, women
must contribute richly in the development
of the society in a meaningful way. True
women empowerment will happen when

Women Empowerment through the
Lenses of G20 Summit

Dr. Madhusmita Devi
Assistant Professor
Dept. of Education

B. Borooah College, Guwahati

women are encouraged to  take active part
in social, educational, economic, political
and psychological dimensions. The nation
will develop when women will be the
leader in real sense pertaining to economy
and society. From agriculture, industry and
service sectors to name a few, there
contribution will be of immense help in
building a beautiful society with no gender
disparity and biasness. The goal of
inclusive growth and human development
cannot be attained without empowerment
of women.

Though traditionally playing as a
home maker, the women can climb the
ladder of success in any avenues alongside
their male counterparts. India has a rich
tradition of women empowerment through
education where persons like Gargi and
Maitreyee were qualified and noted
luminaries alongside the darker gender of
that era. With advent of medieval era,
women education took back foot and went
into oblivion in the Indian society.  Though
feminism is a much sought after word in
women empowerment, its roots can be
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traced way back in 18th century and can
be divided into four waves. The first wave
comprised women;s suffrage movements
to demand right to vote followed by the
second wave from 1960 onward on
women's liberation movement for legal and
social equality. By late 20th century, a third
wave ushered with focus on individuality
and diversity. The last wave, if we agree
upon flowed during second decade of 21st
century through social media to combat
sexual harassment and violence against
women.

India is marching ahead with the
flow of time and has shown its strength in
the communities of nation in not only
United Nations but also in various forums
and groups. A part of BRICS and G20
besides SAARC, BIMSTEC to name a
few, India has been able to strongly
showcase itself as one of the major
economic power and gradual development
of human development indexes. The 2023
is a special year for India as the nation has
taken over the presidency of G20 countries
and lots of hopes and aspirations are to be
put on focus for overall development of
the society. To make this year long event a
grand success, we as the responsible citizen
of this nation has got immense
responsibility towards fulfilment of the
ultimate goal of this important group. The
theme of Indiá's G20 Presidency is
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam" or "One Earth,
One Family, One Future" is drawn from
Maha Upanishad and is further referred to
in the Hitopsadesha and other ancient

literary works of India.  The theme is quite
relevant in today's world and role of
women is crucial in every aspects of
development.

To boost the goal of G20, inception
meetings comprising various sectors of
society are being organised and recently
Ministry of Women and Child
Development organised a meeting on
Empowerment and Progression of the
Women's Economic Representation
(EMPOWER) where three areas are being
focussed upon i.e. "Women's
Entrepreneurship: A win-win for Equity
and Economy", "Partnership for promoting
women's leadership at all levels including
at grassroots" and "Education, the key to
women's empowerment and equal
workforce participation".  India's G20
Presidency can be marked as inclusive,
equitable, ambitious, decisive and action -
oriented pushing forward transformative
changes for women's economic
development. As per the chairperson of
G20 EMPOWER, the very motto of this
year's presidency will not be fulfilled
without active participation of all women
who have positions of power and men who
understand the value of gender equity in
building an equitable world with
collaborative and concerned action.
Through this EMPOWER initiative,
important and radical steps are to be taken
towards galvanising women centric
policies across G20 countries.

Though Government of India and
various state governments are implement-
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ing various women and girl centric
schemes, like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Women helpline, Ujjwala scheme, Nari
Shakti Poraskar, Matritva Sahayog Yojana,
Sukanya Samriddhi, Stree Shakti scheme,
National Mission for Empowerment of
Women, Maternity Benefit programme
etc., the basic objective of women
empowerment will be fulfilled when there
will be change of mindsets amongst each
and every citizen of the country towards
women upliftment from the clutches of the
age old traditions of a patriarchal society.

The goal will be fulfilled when we as the
world citizens will reach a gender neutral
society where there will be no works
relating or specific to people of one
particular gender anymore.

The G20 Presidency by India will
definitely usher a positive atmosphere in
building trust and forging new strategic
relations amongst not only the group but
around the whole world so that the real
essence of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is
realised in its most real sense. .
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“A woman with a voice is by definition a strong woman. But the
search to find that voice can be remarkably difficult.”

– Melinda Gates
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Guwahati's location in Northeast India
is such that the thought of a short trip from
the city more often than not results in traversing
hills and valleys. On one such getaway in
January 2022, I visited Dirang in West
Kameng District, Arunachal Pradesh along
with my husband. We took the Tezpur-
Bhalukpong-Tenga route to Dirang during our
onward journey. The climate was getting
warmer here but we knew that bouts of cold
weather awaited us at our destination. With
bags overpacked with winter wear of all sorts,
we drove our two and a half year-old Baleno
to the hills.

It is possible to reach Dirang from
Guwahati on the same day, the distance
between the two places being 320-350
kms, depending on the routes taken.
However, given half of this distance is hilly
in nature, we halted at Tezpur for the night.
Beginning our journey early next morning,
we reached Bhalukpong, the last point on
the side of Assam at the Assam-Arunachal
Pradesh border. There is a check gate at
Bhalukpong where inner line
permits(which can be applied for online)
and identity proofs of travelers are
checked. On entering Arunachal Pradesh

and travelling up north towards the Himalayas,
the landscape begins to transform. We passed
through towns and settlements and, urged by
empty, excited stomachs, stopped at a
roadside stall for breakfast in a place called
Sessa. The momos and soupy noodles at the
squeaky-clean shop teamed with the owner's
warmth helped us cope with the constantly
reducing temperature. By this time, my
hurriedly purchased flashy mittens from
Tezpur were out adorning my hands.

After driving for about 80 kms into
Arunachal Pradesh on roads in impeccable
condition, we reached the expansive Tenga
region situated by the Tenga river.Being a
military base camp, the town of Tenga has
a recreational center managed by the Indian
army. Located right off the highway, the
center has a restaurant, washrooms, an
artifact and souvenir shop, etc. After
stretching our weary legs and buying a few
items there, we resumed our journey, the
road getting curvier by the minute. About
18 kms from Tenga is the famous town of
Bomdilla, frequently used by travelers as
a pitstop while journeying to Tawang. We
were now high up in the mountains and
even cursory glances outside provided us with

Delightsome Dirang
Kabita Chiring

M. Phil., Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Department of English, B. Borooah College
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unparalleled views of life in the hills. Deviating
from the direct road to Dirang, our car entered
Bomdilla. As the last and highest leg of the
journey was yet to be completed, we had time
only to briefly walk around the town, grab
lunch at an eatery, and visit the Bomdilla
monastery.Set against vast mountains and
deep valleys, the monastery is bound to
transport even the most atheist onto a spiritual
plane. Young, carefree monks were playing
football, their crimson robes forming shapes
in the air as they ran; the more childlike ones
were simply running around. Here and there,
one could spot senior monks walking,
engrossed in deep thought. The fact that it
had recently snowed added to the serenity of
the place. The yellow daylight was giving way
to an ashen evening, and the increasing speed
of the raindrops made us hurry on our path
ahead.

As we got closer to Dirang, images
of the riverside accommodation we were
headed to became more and more distinct
in my mind. Dirang Boutique Cottages is
a family run stay consisting of aesthetically
designed boutique huts overlooking the
Dirang river. The accommodation is
located a few kilometers before reaching
Dirang town. We diverted from the
highway to a smaller road running along
the river, surrounded by well-built houses
with orange-laden trees. To reach Dirang
Boutique Cottages, vehicles must be
parked in the designated area before
crossing a bridge on foot. It was quite an
experience to drag our luggage on the
sturdy but moving iron bridge generously

decked with prayer flags. The gurgling water
of the Dirang river was gushing below and
the wind was blowing at a speed sufficient to
push one hither and thither if not careful. As
we disembarked from the bridge and entered
our accommodation, staff members from the
all-women team came to help us with our
luggage. It was getting darker but that did not
prevent us from noticing the artistry and
attention to detail inherent to the place. The
grounds were dotted with flower lanes, fruit
trees and vegetable beds; the grey stonework
of the cottages acted as an appropriate
contrast to the colorful local items of decor.
We concluded the day by proceeding to the
dining hall to relish a simple but wholesome
meal, covered head to toe in woolens. The
owner lives with her staff in the first cottage
that also houses the reception and the dining
hall, and dinner is served early.

When city dwelling night owls are made
to sleep early, they wake up doubly energized
and with an attitude close to taking on the
world. Morning revealed in full glory
picturesque vistas, snippets of which we had
witnessed the previous evening in furtive light.
It was the day of our much-anticipated trip to
the neighboring Mandala Top, and hopes of
seeing our first ever snowfall were rekindled.
The owner of the cottages arranged a cab for
us to visit Mandala Top, situated on the top
of a hill that can be reached via 30 kms of a
possibly slippery road. As the journey began,
the driver of the self-owned car began handing
out packets as and when possible to people
we encountered. Soon, we too were
presented with a packet each - a plastic bag
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containing food items like chips, chocolates,
juices, snacks, etc. The man had recently lost
his young wife, and handing out such packets
was part of the death rituals in their culture.
The poignancy caused by such a revelation
was alleviated only when it became evident
that it was indeed snowing up ahead. The
random ice gathered on roadside shrubs soon
gave way to mounds of snow. At certain
points, the road itself was covered in sheets
of ice, making us congratulate ourselves on
controlling our latent adventurism and making
the rational decision of leaving our own car
behind. Situated at an altitude of over 10,000
ft. above sea level, Mandala Top is a beauty.
Cutting across gentle snowfall, we entered the
vicinity of 108 stupas arranged in a circular
manner. There was snow all around: falling
on us, gathering on the stupas, pavements and
walls, blanketing the flowers and trees, and
adding a white, ethereal character to the
entire area. Our joy multiplied manifold
when the two young men at the food joint
devoid of customers let us interrupt their
reverie by making us coffee. Situated near
the restaurant were two comfortable
looking cottages for travelers. As we
returned, I could not help imagining how
sublime it would feel to stay overnight in
such a secluded place atop a hill when it
snowed! Back at our lodgings, I rested on
the hammock outside watching the
mountains and listening to the sound of the
river below. The evening was spent roasting
smoked pork and sipping warm drinks on our
cottage verandah before we called it a day.

The first half of our third day in West

Kameng was spent sauntering in the nearby
valley of Sangti. A short drive from Dirang,
Sangti Valley is a rural area characterized by
extensive riverside fields that accommodate
diverse grazing cattle. Even in winter it could
be fathomed how the valley would blossom
into a blissful site of green grass, lush plants
and blooming flowers in spring. We also
spotted a number of lone camps on the
riverside - perhaps the temporary abode of
those in search of meaning, purpose, peace
or seclusion. We headed back to Dirang,
had local lunch at a highway hotel, and our
inquisitiveness getting the better of us,
proceeded to the Unesco-fortified village
of Thembang. It was a steep drive of 25
kms up a hill, and the higher we reached,
the narrower and bumpier the road became.
But the destination was wholly worth the
rigorous drive, with one of us even running a
temperature.Thembang, a settlement of the
Monpas, is a village within a fortified area and
comprises several ancient and historical
structures. Although the entire area features
interesting stone houses of all kinds, the
fortified Dzong constructed using
traditional technology of the region is the
most attractive aspect of the village. I
walked across the entire stretch from the
front gate to the back inside the Dzong,
and had the lifetime opportunity of
exchanging a few words with residents.
Chances are slim that life will present me
with another opportunity of visiting such
a place again.

I read somewhere that 'no one
needs a holiday more than a person who
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just had one'. Remaining true to the spirit of
this quote, we attempted to elongate our trip
by exploring a few new places during our
return journey as well. At the bifurcation ahead
of Tenga Valley, instead of returning by the
Bhalukpong route, we took the road passing
through Rupa, Shergaon, Kalaktang, Balemo,
Mazbat, and Orang to reach Tezpur. The
newly constructed road offers some dramatic
views of rocky mountains.We reached
Shergaon, located at a distance of 80 kms
from Dirang, early in the day. Zengbu Gompa
is one of the most visited attractions in the
newly popular town of Shergaon. We also
went to the Choksorong waterfall that can be
reached with a moderate amount of trekking.
The waterfall, located inside an enclosed area
open to travelers, also has kiwi and apple
orchards as well as fisheries in its vicinity. It
was not the season of kiwis and apples; much
to my disappointment the fruit- bearing
abundant trees of Shergaon widely seen on

the internet were thus nowhere to be found.
Towards the end of our Shergaon visit, we
had sumptuous momos at a touristy restaurant
and bought fresh oranges and local fruit wines.
Harboring hopes of seeing kiwis and apples
hanging from branches sometime in the future,
we resumed our drive back to Assam.
Crossing Balemu, the last point on the side of
Arunachal Pradesh, we entered Assam via
Mazbat and reached Orang around dusk
where we connected to NH 15, one of the
most significant roads of Assam.It would have
been possible to continue driving, but we spent
the night at Tezpur, not too far from Orang,
and proceeded to Guwahati the next day. The
trip was memorable and thrilling in more ways
than one. Its most notable aspect for me,
however, was driving 130 kms from Shergaon
to Orang on mountainous, winding, cloudy
roads. The fact that I drove such a long
distance in the hills for the first time boosted
my self-confidence as a driver.
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“Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? We must have
perseverance and, above all, confidence in ourselves. We must believe
we are gifted for something and that this thing must be attained.”

– Marie Curie
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The concept of the fourth wall as the
imaginary wall at the front of the stage in
a traditional three-box set in a proscenium
theatre was established by Diderot. The
fourth wall illusion is often associated with
naturalist and realist theatre of the mid-
19th century. Pirandello's dramas oscillate
between the lying nature of the appearance
and the truth of the lie. This marks a direct
ridge between the essence of naturalism
and the 20th century Pirandellian “new” reality.
Thereby, the naturalistic belief, associated
supremely with Henry James, that the one
merit on which all others “helplessly and
submissively depend” is the writer's capacity
to produce the 'illusion of life', met its greatest
challenge in Pirandello.

In Six Characters in Search of an
Author, the emphasis always lies on
mutability. This makes truth indeterminate,
conflicting all accounts. The naturalistic
faith in the determinism of natural
(inherited) or contrived (environmental)
forces is rejected. Certainty about one's role

or purpose in life is unattainable.
Theatre des Champs-Elysees in Paris

staged Six Characters in Search of an
Author in 1923 under the direction of Georges
Pitoeff. The “actors” entered in everyday
clothes and walked through the auditorium,
breaking the traditional rule of the 19th-
century theatre that actors should know their
place. When they climbed on the stage, there
was nothing on it.Then came the sensation
when it was the moment for the six Characters
to enter. They were flooded with a green light
wearing masks of eternal expressions as
opposed to the transient "naked faces" of
the actors and lowered to the stage in an old
cage-lift, a stage elevator previously used for
scenery. This made their entrance mechanical
but still provoked a wild reaction from the
audience of Paris. This dramatic statement
was enough to mark the status of the play as
an investigator in an illusion without trying to
deceive the audience. For it is the general
tendency of the audience to want to be
deceived and believe what it sees- a tendency

Removal of Two Fourth Walls in
Pirandelio’s Six Characters  in

Search of an Author - A Comedy in Making

Swarnali Roy
PGT English

Faculty Higher Secondary School, Guwahati
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termed by the Romantic poet, Coleridge as
“willing suspension of disbelief”. But Pirandello
believed that his play was "a sustained satire"
on all such romanticism.

Pirandellian drama was working a
fresh vein of theatre, one which would be
explained as “meta-theatre” in the current
time. Meta-theatre makes its audience
conscious of the theatre's element to work.
In L'umorismo Pirandello had insisted that
comedy must make us "perceive the
opposite" and that humor must make us
"feel the opposite". And comedy during his
time was a term synonymous with play.
Therefore, his plays may investigate the act
of artistic creation, or the human personality,
or the existence of the individual will, or the
incidence of truth and reality, but his
achievement as a playwright rests on his ability
to make an audience experience these things.
In his notable 1925 preface to Six
Characters, Pirandello thought of his
imagination as a "nimble little maidservant
called Fantasy", a creature who was a little
puckish and malicious.

His most successful moments are those
when the stage succeeds in asserting full
control. The achievements of the milliner's
shop scene lie in that. The fictional Father and
the Stepdaughter are to perform on the most
profound level of realism. Then, "without
seeming false in any way", as Pirandello's
direction insists, the Leading Man and the
Leading Lady are simply to repeat their
words. This in itself accounts for a brilliant
device as no matter how well they act, they
must always seem false. The plain fact is that

when actors imitate, it always sounds as if the
“actors” are putting the “characters” down.
And if the difference is only slight, to perceive
it is to be convinced that the copy is wrong.
Such inevitability was another of Pirandello's
tricks, and the pain of the Father and
Stepdaughter had inevitably to give way to
laughter. Criticism of the art of the theatre is
built into the arrangement and the audience is
forced to conclude- not consciously- that the
“actors” are of little importance.The “actors”
no longer stand back stupefied but rush wildly
off the stage into the auditorium. This physical
association arouses the audience's uncertainty.
All these suggest that Pirandello was aware,
well ahead of his time, that to break out of
the proscenium arch was to induce a new level
of dramatic experience.

The greatest trick in the Six Characters
of 1925 was to extend the shock ending. In
the revision, Pirandello did not disclose the
fate of the two children until the last possible
moment. In this way, the drowning of the little
Girl and suicide of the Boy came as a
complete shock, so that their unreality was
left far more in question. When the Director
called for lights, Pirandello didn't allow the
curtain to fall because this was the moment
when the audience was expected to return to
their familiar reality which presented Pirandello
with the opportunity to exercise his ultimate
grasp on them. Thus, he devised an
unexpected green light preceded by a total
blackout which turned the Characters minus
the little Girl and Boy into bizarre silhouettes.
The four Characters step forward and halt
except for the Stepdaughter who burst into
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strident laughter and run up the aisle through
the audience. This was done for the pursuit
of proving that illusion is not only inseparable
from reality, but often is reality.

As we understand from the staging
of Pirandello's plays, no matter how little
he may portray the actors as a conceptual
entity; in real life, the actors play both the
“characters” and “actors” in Six Characters
and his other plays must require meticulous
talents to perform. As A. Richard Sogliuzzo
writes, it was necessary for an actor to
"function skillfully within these various levels
of reality while appearing to be confused as

to the distinctions between fact and fiction,
art and life, and his identity as character or
actor".

Hence, we see that Pirandello was
quite successful in breaking or removing the
two fourth walls at both the levels- on stage
and off stage. He has dexterously depicted
the actor-character-audience coalesce where
one entity directly affects and acknowledges
the other. The penetration of such boundaries
marks his uniqueness and holds him as a major
proponent of modernism especially for the
absurdists to find a skeletal structure to rest
on.
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“there is no limit to what we, as women can accomplish” -Michelle
Obama We realize the importance of our voices only when we are
silenced.

– Malala Yousafzai
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Patriarchal society has oppressed the
women in many ways.Patriarchy has made
a trend to underestimate the contribution
of women. Traditional gender roles attach
women as emotional,irrational,weak
,nurturing and submissive. This paper
studies the representation of female agency
in Chitra Bannerjee Divakaruni’s The
Forest of Enchantments. In this novel ,the
author attempts to redefine the female ‘s
identity as an agency and revolutionary
character challenging the traditional role
of female presented in The Ramayana.
Divakaruni rewrites the story of Ramayana
from Sita’s perspective in order to
foreground her subjectivity and
individuality which is neglected by original
epic Ramayana. The novel narrated by Sita,
the wife of Rama demonstrates the role of
females in the epic as important as male
counterparts which are otherwise silenced
and marginalised.

Sita is highly regarded as one of the
most influential subject of interests for
many feminist studies. This is mainly due

to the confusion over her banishment, which
gives birth to Divakaruni’s  version of the epic
that aims to demystify Sita and other
ostracised women in the Ramayana. She
attempts to clear the misconceptions about
these women by giving them a chance to speak
out and voice their side of the story. Despite
being one of the leading character in
Ramayana ,Sita’s perspective about her exile
to the forest is not explored in the epic.
Therefore Divakaruni empowers Sita through
her retelling: “Write our story too. For always
we’ve been pushed into corners, trivialized,
misunderstood, blamed, forgotten – or
maligned and used as cautionary tales”
(Divakaruni, 2019, p.4). The Forest of
Enchantments dwells in the notion of
women’s struggle, honour and search for
selfhood that are still very much relevant and
common in current times.

The Forest of Enchantments is a new
way to inspect the story of Ramayana; this
time it is Sitayana. While Ramayana is the
story of a male told by a male and tells the
story of a great war between the two great

Reconstructing Sita in Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni’s The Forest of Enchantments

- A Search for Selfhood

Meghali Gogoi
Assistant Professor

Department of English, B. Borooah College
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male warriors of that time. The Forest of
Enchantments is a story told by a woman
about a woman. This Sitayana gives words
to many questions arising in the minds of
women since eternity. For instance,
through the words of the protagonist, “But
as I dipped my quill into the inkpot, they
rose inside me voices. Some clamoring,
some tentative, some whispering so that I
had to still my breath to hear them. Kaikeyi,
second queen of Ayodhya, who wrested our
throne from us out of blind devotion to her
son, only to be hated by him for it; Ahalya,her
beauty turned to stone by a husband’s jealous
fury; Surpanakha, wild enchantress of the
forest, whose gravest crime was to desire the
wrong man; Mandodari, wife of the legendary
demon king forced to watch her kingdom fall
into ruin and her beloved son perish because
of her husband’s obsession with another
woman; Urmila, my sweet sister, the forgotten
one, the one I left behind as I set off with
blithe ignorance on my forest adventures with
my husband” (Divakaruni, p.4). Sita states
that the purpose of her writing is to challenge
the foundational frameworks of patriarchal
ideology and phallocentric projections which
aims to keep the voices of the women
suppressed. Overall Divakaruni’s Sitayana
makes the readers rethink and reflect on these
questions. Sita feels that the suppressed voices
of the women are speaking to herself from
within urging her to write their raw tales of
sustained suppression. Divakaruni wants to
reconsider these characters which have been
either used to dictate women the code of
conduct or to frighten them with the possible

fate they could be destined to if they don’t
follow certain imposed rules. Cixous warns
us of such a confining and restricting space
which denounces femininity with passivity and
where “either woman is passive or she doesn’t
exist”. Sita seeks to do away with this space
to reclaim an alternative space for femininity.

The mere beginning of the novel proves
that it is going to be a feminist text. Sita reads
Valmiki’s Ramayana and finds herself
completely absent in it. She questions
Valmiki’s words where he has sung praises
of Ram’s valor but has totally forgotten about
what happened to Sita. In response she starts
writing her autobiography. She chooses the
color red ink to write it because, “How else
could I write my story except in the color of
menstruation and childbirth?” (Divakaruni,
p.4). Sita’s words talks about Helen Cixous’
the ‘ecriture feminine’. Divakaruni through
Sita’s own language attempts to doubly
deconstruct the rigid masculine framework
and it reminds us of Cixous’ words, “Women
must write through their bodies, they must
invent the impregnable language that will
wreck partitions, classes and rhetorics,
regulations and codes, they must submerge,
cut through get beyond the ultimate reverse-
discourse, including the one that laughs at the
very idea of pronouncing the word “silence”
(Cixous’,1976.p.5). Sita’s character goes on
raising questions against social taboos and
patriarchy. She wants to lead her life as a
spinster and rule over Mithila as there is no
male heir though her mother tells her that it is
not possible, “Even if you were a goddess
among women… The kingdom of Mithila can

56



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
...A STEP

be ruled only by a man. This has been the
custom of the country since before the scribes
began to write it’s history”. (Divakaruni,p.14)

When life is often stripped of its identity,
spirituality, due to modernity, retelling myth
can break this monotony through the
stimulation of the imagination and spread
ancient wisdom.Myths are an important
factor in creating meaning in life.  Vayu Naidu
asserts that retelling of mythologies induces
cultural memory as “the function of memory
as a metaphor for remembering a
dismembered story because it is told to us
infrequently and in parts and for experiencing
culture through its epic characters”
(Naidu,2012, p.170). Sita through many
modern stories remains to challenge and
question our beliefs about her journey and
personality. Thus story that gives us new
perspectives to uncover ignored truths should
be allowed to understand what is valued
across cultures and traditions.

The country is “built upon an age-old
belief the citizens of Mithila hold: no woman
is strong enough or wise enough to guide
them” (Divakaruni, 2019, p.14). However,
Sita’s fate is not that of an ordinary princess
and even Shiva’s Haradhanu, a sacred bow
bestowed to protect Sita, sometimes reminds
her that “I (Sita) was no ordinary person but
one with a complicated destiny. My great
sacrifice, it (the bow) indicated, would save
the world” (Divakaruni, 2019, p.27). Paula
Richman (2008) highlights, “Valmiki’s
Ramayana tends to affirm the values of the
social order of his day, thus helping to
uphold institutionalised power” (Richman,

2008. P.9). The text narrates the
unconventional way Sita grows up, she is
perceived to be unique and unlike Mithila
princesses. Her mother pointed out that “ I
sense that your future’s going to be
different from that of most princesses”
(Divakaruni,2019, p.9). Sita is an atypical
princess who dares to say what she thinks
and defies convention with her intelligence
and wit. For example, in a Swayamvara,
Sita proves to Ram that she is more than
just a girl.  Like her mother,her strong
personality is illustrated in the following
excerpt : “But deep inside me someone –
was it the goddess? – said, it’s important
to speak your mind to the man you’re going
to marry. What kind of relationship would
you have if you couldn’t do that?”
(Divakaruni, 2019, p.36).

Sita in Ramayana is revered for her
dedication to her dharma (duty) as wife and
mother and for the sacrifices she made to
achieve this vocation. She is considered
as a symbol of femininity and is an ideal
to imitate for other women. Though she is
a Goddess herself, the incarnation of
Goddess Lakshmi, Sita is often viewed as an
extension of Lord Ram, but not an aspired
individual with vision. Sita is often seen as the
epitome of perseverance. It is often equated
with submissiveness, yielding and gentleness
and is cited as an example of the socialization
of girls in Indian culture. A woman’s devotion
to her husband, under all circumstances, is
preserved as the incarnation of righteous
conservatism. Divakaruni in The Forest of
Enchantments maintains the core identity
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of Sita ,which is her ability to endure
inexplicable and innumerable pain.
However, in this text the notion of
endurance is not seen as weakness but it is
associated with the strength though in our
times, endurance in women is  interpreted
as the attribute of a victim, but Sita has
resourcefulness, bravery and an ocean of
love despite being placed in circumstances.
(Naidu, 2012. p.182). During her
contemplation in the forest, Sita dreams
about Sunaina, Ahalya, Mandodari,
Sarama, Kaikeyi, Tara and even
Surpanakha who advises her to endure. In
the dream, they suggest Sita to endure as
we do. Endure your challenges”
(Divakaruni, 2019, p.322). As Sita
contemplates meaningfully over the word
‘endurance’, she understands the true
meaning of it, “It meant taking the
challenges thrown at us and dealing with
them as intelligently as we knew until we
grew stronger than them” (Divakaruni
2019, p 322)

Therefore, the text propagates a new
sense of empowerment through endurance that
ultimately leads women to challenge the
obstacles and strive in triumph. Another
imperative incident in the novel that
support this notion is when Sita decides to
accompany Ram to the forest. Ram objects
by undermining her capability as a woman;
“What folly is this? You can’t possibly
come with me. You ‘re a woman”
(Divakaruni, 2019, p.111). Sita refrains
from speaking out but she wanted to
counter Ram’s belief “not all women are

weak and helpless like you think. For all you
know,I might be of help to you” (Divakaruni,
2019.p.111). In the forest their meeting with
Ahalya, allows us to see the silent suffering of
another woman from different angle from
Divakaruni’s  Sita. Ahalya is turned into stone
by her husband for not fault of hers. Ahalya is
saved by Ram and according to sage
Gautam,she has taken a vow of silence
(Divakaruni,131). Sita questions Ahalya
because she is perplexed with the injustice
prevailed in the whole situation and Ahalya
replies : “I tortured myself with these same
thoughts many times as I lay stone- bound.
Yes that  was part of the curse – that I should
feel every moment of my internment…when
you put your hand in the fire, knowingly or
unknowingly, do you not get burned? Such is
the ancient law of the universe. Of Karma and
it’s fruit. The idea of motive is irrelevant to it”
(Divakaruni,p.134). She is shocked by
Ahalya’s reply as she always believes that  “
motive was more important than action, more
even than destiny” (Divakaruni,2019.p.134).
Sita’s prophetic dream about Ahalya’s
punishment allows her to see things from
another perspective where Ahalya’s vow of
silence serves as a reminder that punishes
Gautam for what he has done.

She is an independent and free soul.
She has desires and dreams like any
common woman. She is extraordinary in
her treatment of nature. She has a deep
understanding of people. She has a strange
gift with plants. For she knows, “Perhaps
it was because, like them, I was earth-born.
May be for the same reason, when I
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touched a plant, I knew it’s healing properties.
I could tell which grasses cured headaches
and colds, which seeds fended off infections,
which herbs to give women when their
monthly blood flowed too long, and which
potions healed the shaking sickness or
gladdened a long- depressed heart”. She
possesses an indomitable spirit that does not
bow in front of evils. She admits her love for
martial arts lessons. Even her mother Queen
Sunaina supported her who was her only
spectator. She says, “Now I am as much at
ease as a mother can be, sending her daughter
out into the wild world”.

The last scene of the novel brings the
climax and message of the story. Sita was
expected to enter the flames again to prove
her piousness. For Sita, it was the time to
take a stand, not for herself but for the
generations to come. She decided that she
wouldn’t enter the flames nor would she
return to the ashram she lived for so many
years. “No, I say. I will not run away. I will
meet Ram just as he wishes. But not like this,
dressed up as a queen. Because I am not a
queen any longer. I am Sita,the forest dweller.
Sita, daughter of earth. And yes. Sita, daughter
of fire as well.’ (Divakaruni, p.352) Sita, the
protagonist gives her speech and questions
the validity of Ram’s decision: “O King of
Ayodhya! I address you in this way because
you’ve always placed your role as a king
ahead of your role as a husband…I ask you
this, for I have been a citizen of Ayodhya too:
Did you act justly when you sent me away to
the forest, knowing I was innocent of what
gossip- mongers whispered?....Were you fair

to your unborn children when you sentenced
to a life of hardship perhaps even death in
the wilderness?...You care so much about
the citizens of Ayodhya, did you think of
the impact of your actions would have on
the women of the city (Divakaruni, p.356).
She further says, “But I must refuse.
Because if I do what you demand, society
will use my action forever after to judge
other women . Even when they aren’t
guilty, the burden of proving their
innocence will fall on them. And the
society will say ,why not? Even Queen Sita
went through it. I can’t do that to them.
For the sake of my daughters in the
centuries to come, I must now stand up
against this unjust action you are asking
to me…. I bless my daughters, who are yet
unborn. I pray that, if life tests them – as
sooner or later life is bound to do- they’ll
be able to stand steadfast and think
carefully, using their hearts as well as their
heads, understanding when they need to
compromise and knowing when they must
not….this is one of those times.”
(Divakaruni, p.357)

While Sita and other women of
Ramayana remain central to the story,
Divakaruni has remained fair to her male
characters, especially Ram and Ravan. In
her rendition of Sita, Divakaruni has
retained Janaki’s core values. She
questions, she counters, she stands up for
her and other women’s rights but with a
quiet dignity. Her love for Ram is limitless
but not at the cost of her self- respect.

In the end, Divakurani’s Sita is a
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multifaceted personality who will find
resonance in today’s times. A dutiful
daughter,protective sister,loving wife, gentle
daughter in law , nature lover,healer, skilled
warrior,able administrator and a strong single
mom. Sita transcends across centuries as a
perfect role model from women of Treta yug
to that of 21st century.Not just her own
story,she writes the Sitayan to do justice to
Urmila, Kaushalya, Ahalya, Mandodari and
even Surpanakha, Kaikeyi and Manthra
always pushed into corners, misunderstood,
blamed  and used as cautionary tales for
without them. Thus this text clearly reflects
the true essence of feminist criticism in which
the women as a writer attempts to address
their inner desires, experiences and their
spontaneous mode of self-discovery.
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“The woman who follows the crowd will usually go no further than the
crowd. The woman who walks alone is likely to find herself in places no
one has ever been before.”

– Albert Einstein
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The type of status assigned to
women in any society reflects the nature
of its cultural richness and the level of its
civilizational standards. Swami
Vivekananda once said, ‘That country and
that nation which did not respect women
have never become great nor will ever in
future.’ The spirit of a civilization can be
assessed by the way in which women are
treated by the members of that civilization.

Most human societies attach great
importance to sex differences. Though men
and women have been living together from
the very inception of human history on
earth, every society differentiates its
members on the basis of sex, treating men
and women in different waysand expecting
different patterns of behavior from them.
In human society, differentiation based on
gender seems to be a universal feature.
There has been a general conception that
men are supposed to be providers for the
whole family; while women are expected
to take almost every responsibility, from
taking care of the child to attending to
household duties, co-operative and
supportive and are expected to have time

for the guest to sit and chat, weave an
effective network of mutual support and
empathy.It’s no doubt that domestic chores
are an integral part of one’s daily life but,
undulya high share of work being taken
by women section has a severe
consequence on their upliftment in various
aspects.

Gender bias particularly towards
women does exist and is observed on a
very large scale almost in all societies of
the world. The gender analysis of some of
the primary school textbooks shows men
mainly in professions like doctor, engineer,
driver, carpenter, and women as
homemakers, and doing stereotypical role
like carrying water, confining herself to the
home and mostly to kitchen work; boys are
shown as flying kites and girls watching
them. Illustrations in textbooks which
associate female characters with private,
interior spaces and male characters with
public, open and exterior spaces make the
child believe throughout his life that
women are supposed to be subtler.Our
textbooks must emphasis the characters as
‘pupil,’ ‘child’ or ‘person’ rather than
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‘male’ and ‘female.’It is importantto
portray a positive image to women just like
men by emphasizing their contributions to
a country’s history and to its economic,
social, scientific, cultural, and aesthetic
wealth, etc.

Gender roles are not necessarily
inborn or fixed for all time. The upbringing
of our younger ones will
ratherdetermineabout the role which one
ought to play when grows old.For an
instance when a boy child cries, he is being
comfortednot to cry reminding him
that‘boysdo not crylike girls’and the saga
remains in his thought and action
throughout his entire life making him
further believe that girls are meeker and
are the one who are supposed to cry, and
that girls are supposed to wear modest
dresses andnot supposed to play rough like
boys do. So, when he grows old it becomes
a tradition for him to think that men are
expected to express anger while women
should never be angry or at least they
should certainly never show it and
shouldalways be humble and submissive,
men should be competitive while women
are supposed to be cooperative, men can
be impatient whereas women must have
boundless patience. This perceptionhas
been existing and the ethos being adopted
from generation to generation almost
within every society.Different cultural
expectations about males and females
create the concept that women are more
delicate or weaker than that of their male
counterparts. The concept that women are

delicate creaturewho require protection has
persisted in various forms. Traces of this
medieval conceptof the western world are
still foundespecially in the male practice
of taking hats, giving up seats in a bus,
opening doors for them, ‘ladies first, gents
next,’dropping off to markets, and so on.

Male dominance is the norm
everywhere, even thoughthere has been a
high turnout of women’s participation
during elections, yet the actual number of
women holding high portfolios is still
extremely less in numbers as compared to
their male counterparts. In fact, women’s
share in the decision-making process be it
in the family or the society at large seems
to be considered as incompetent. Our
decision on how and what kind of dress
women should put, where to go and not to
go, when to get married and so on indicates
that women are made to think that they are
unable to take decision by themselves and
makes them feel that they are indeed
delicate. Long ago Sati system may have
been abolished but as far as shebreathes
the air of fear, exploitation,injustice,
domination, susceptibleness, restrictions,
andtaboos regarding menstruation, she will
always think of herself as the weaker
ones.So, the question arises why, it is
necessary that only women must struggle.

From the biological point of view
women may be weaker than men because
of which they are usually not permitted to
undertake certain heavy tasks- carrying
heavy weights, working in deep mines and
under the sea, etc.but today, women of high
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caliber are found in good numbers
engaging in various profession helping
them build confidence andbold apart from
uplifting their status in the society. It is an
eye-opener that if given an opportunity or
treated womenalike, theyare no less than
men.

To consider women subordinate may
come in different forms, sometimes as

subtle or overt. Sometimes it is violent or
inoffensive, but it ishere.No matter how
much schemes and slogans are
proposedand chanted we would not march
towards progress until and unless we
exterminate the age-old traditions that
coiled our thoughts thinking womenas a
delicate being.
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From the ancient times women has
often been a victim of worst forms of
discrimination. There are many issues like
gender bias, deep-rooted prejudices Child
marriage, domestic violence. With the
progress of science and technology these
problems continued to increase rather than
decline. Female infanticide has been a
problem for centuries. In spite of the legal
provisions to prevent female infanticide
and foeticide it continues to occur in many
parts of our country.

Female Infanticide is the intentional
killing of baby girls due to the preference
for male babies and from the low value
associated with the birth of females. In
most places female infanticide has been
replaced by female foeticide. Infanticide
was first known to be recorded in British
rule in Tamil Nadu in the post-
independence period. According to some
British records and historical sources
female infanticide was also confined to
Northern and western regions of the
country including present day Rajasthan,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and in Bihar. Female
infanticide has been increasingly reported

in recent years. The state wise analysis reveals
wide variation from state to state. However,
very few cases of foeticide and infanticide has
been reported from the north eastern states
including Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, Assam. The
highest rate of both infanticide and foeticide
is found in the states of Maharashtra, followed
by Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Haryana, Bihar and Delhi.

Most of the source’s states that dowry
and poverty are the two main reasons for
female infanticide. It was probably because
they thought that it is the male who carries
family lineage. Some women reported that
they killed their babies under pressure of their
husbands. They thought that she is an
economic burden. Many times, the husbands
beat up their wives. Moreover, there are some
superstitious beliefs prevalent in the Hindu
society that man cannot attain redemption
unless he has a son to light his funeral pyre.
Besides, there are some religious
considerations, lack of education
economic, social and emotional desires
that favour male. Some parents thought
that sons would provide financial support to
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them, especially in their old age. In modern
times, peoples are misusing the advancement
of technology for detection of abnormalities
of the foetus.

Hence, it has become very essential
to curb female infanticide it. In an attempt
to curb female feticide, the Indian
government enacted the Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques(PNTD) Act of
1994, which prohibits sex selection and
regulates prenatal techniques to prevent
their misuse. In order to generate
awareness and improve the efficiency of
welfare services the Government of India
started “Beti Bachao Beti Padhao”
campaign. This campaign uses the media
to raise awareness of the gender disparities
creating and resulting from sex- selective
abortion. The activities include rallies,
posters, short videos and television
commercials some of which sponsored by
state and local governments and other
organisations. It mainly targets the cluster
in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Bihar and Delhi. In terms of
increasing awareness among the people
Amir Khan devoted first episode
Daughters are Precious of his show
Satyamev Jayate to raise awareness of this
widespread practice, focusing primarily on
western Rajasthan, which is known to be
one of the areas where this practice is
common. Tamil Nadu government also
introduced the ‘Cradle Baby Scheme” as
a measure to eradicate female infanticide.
Under the scheme, cradles are presented
at government hospitals, primary health

centres and child care institutions to receive
children who are unwanted by their parents
so that they can be put through the legal
adoption process.

In the early years of second wave
feminism the feminist activist discovered
that in some countries women were
required to endure many issues like female
infanticide, forced marriage. Therefore,
they turned their attention in those areas
of health care where the interests of women
were severely neglected. Besides in the
second half of the twentieth century
feminist bioethics emerged as a new area
of academic interest and all the feminist
scholars and activists turned their attention
to the rapidly expanding field of bioethics.
Bio ethics is a branch of applied ethics that
studies the philosophical social and legal
issues arising in medicine and life sciences.
Under the discipline of bio ethics moral
philosophers and political theorists
discussed some practical issues. It helped
them to apply the knowledge of their moral
theory in understanding the real-world
problems. The issue of female infanticide
comes under medical ethics which is
mainly concerned with identifying the
correct approach to moral issues, such as
abortion, euthanasia, the allocation of
scarce health resources, or the use of
human embryos in research, surrogacy,
female infanticide.

The problem of female foeticide and
female infanticide is very deeply rooted in some
parts of our country. Though solving these
problems is a difficult task but if we try to
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create awareness among people then to some
extent it will be able to preserve the dignity
and integrity of women. The problem of
female infanticide and female feticide
cannot be addressed in isolation. A holistic
intervention in political, institutional,
societal and individual level is necessary
to abolish this practice. It is therefore
essential that these socio-cultural factors
to be tackled by changing the thought
process through awareness generation,
mass appeal and social actions There is
also an urgent need to underpin awareness
initiatives through effective laws and to
inculcate a strong ethical code of conduct.
Every woman has the right to live in
dignity-free of fear, coercion, violence and
discrimination.
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Arm yourself with knowledge.... it will be your greatest strength one day.

– Susmita Sen
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'One great blooming,
buzzing confusion'

Lullabies Nursery rhymes

Childrens game song
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Folklore Society
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[Gho]
[Kira]
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'A woman is the builder and moulder of a
nation's destiny. Though delicate and soft
as a lily, she has a heart for stronger than
that of man.'
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UNICEF
(United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund)
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My Mother’s Replica

Today, I drape the saree. Similar to mother, my
The bindi too adornes my facial features As day by day, I grow to look more like her.
The loose hairbun,
Some where hides my youthful elegance. And reeflects my Lack of self time.
However, today I strive to be. My mother’s replica..
The kohl that I draw on my eyes, Reminds me of her strong will and love. The sacrifices
she made, the
The hardships she faced. walking down the streets
where she held. hand,
my Today I take steps holding onto her dreams. Her dreeam of exploring the world,
flo cultures and variations.
But how iconical it is
That a world so big Seems inadequate compared to My mothere. my world;
Therefore today, I immerse myself unto her as I strive to be My Mother’s replica.
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"In a patriarchal society like ours,
women have to fight for a seat in the table.
Boys are privileged over girls from birth. Equal
opportunities and access for both men and
women must become the norm."

- Shabana Azmi

Indian women continue to live in a
patriarchal, male-dominated society where
most of their actions are performed under the
eyes of "their male guardian."Between the
restrictions put up by society and male family
members, there is barely anything women can
do to practice freedom and independence.
Women are indeed standing up for their
choice, but the proportions are far less than
acceptable.

The passing of responsibility from a
father to a brother, to a husband and finally,
to a son is a conventional path imposed on
women. In a patriarchy, men are supposed
to be the decision-makers,the protectors, and
the "sole earners." At the same time, women
are a part of the men's entitled property;
women are indoctrinated to accept the
position of the weaker sex and need men's
protection. This position of power structure
has remained the same since the primitive age.

In other societies, more noticeable in first-
world countries, some women enjoy more
freedom than the rest. One of the reasons
could be the better economic conditions
resulting in better education and, thus,
awareness regarding gender equality. In
countries like ours, gender inequality is one
of the root reasons for the lagging economy.
So,despite being the second most populated
country in the world, India still has not been
able to use its human resources to its fullest
potential because the race for bare sustenance
ranks higher than gender sensitisation. So, the
traditional father's law also sustains.

For women to gain freedom of choice,
they need to get financial as well as ideological
independence. It is easier to say that gaining
financial freedom is more difficult than
ideological freedom, but it is often the
opposite. Financially independent Indian
women are commonly seen to still ask for the
male guardian's permission. Hence, these
women remain emotionally and ideologically
dependent on their families for support and
validation. Furthermore, one can mostly notice
that in Indian society, a single, financially
independent woman cannot even leave for her
workplace without the male guardian's

Can Women in India Hope?

Shalini Barman
4th Semester

B.A (H) English, B.Borooah College
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permission; any act otherwise is frowned upon
in society. Thus, working women are doubly
burdened as they must contribute to both
finances and household chores.

On the one hand, women's unpaid
household chores often go unappreciated and
unacknowledged; on the other hand, if a
working woman fails to perform her duties
within the home, her work outside is mostly
unaccepted and discouraged. Thus, while
women may still gain freedom by earning
independently, they are bound by societal
traditions and standards.However, in such
circumstances, one sees hypocritical men-the
"male guardians"- who do not budge to get a
glass of water at home and sometimes do not
even have paid jobs outside. Instead of
criticism, unfortunately, men such as these are
praised for their hypermasculinity.

It is very questionable why society is
so afraid of women's freedom. One of the
very first instant women are denied education
as girl children, especially in rural areas, and
the few who get the primary education end
up being married early. In a country where
wealth is divided unevenly, and a large part
of the population is below the poverty line,
parents often choose not to educate girls as
marriage is considered a more lucrative offer.
It is believable that the culturally followed
tradition of the son taking care of the parents
with his wife and the daughter marrying and
settling away could be the very root cause
behind the inequality most Indian parents carry
in their hearts. Daughters are often culturally
called "parayadhan", meaning "someone else's
wealth." Also, many parents prefer to use the
money that could be used in a girl's education

to save up money for her dowry, in India
widely the parents of the bride often need to
accumulate a large sum of money in the form
of a dowry to give the family of the groom,
here marriages usually take the form of an
economic transaction; dowry is decided by
the groom and his family based on the amount
of money he earns and wealth he possesses.
In most such cases,women are the ones who
suffer the most, where their value is
undermined, and they are not even given the
proper right to choose. Their very first right,
the right to be educated, is taken away from
them, which drives them further away from
being their decision maker. Most women's
lives are laid out in conventions and age-old
male hegemonic traditions. A woman's
aspirations and dreams are not even
considered a possibility.

Women are captivated by the
normative roles of a daughter, a wife and a
mother. Did it never occur to anyone that a
woman might reject these ideas of
conventional femininity or gendered roles and
choose to be something different? Even when
women follow their dreams, they are expected
to carry forward the traditional gendered roles
too. When a woman rejects such ideas, she
is often vilified. Women who choose
unconventional paths often find themselves at
the butt-ends of hatred. They are termed "bad
women" or "loose women"; women who are
meek and silently adhere to the dominant
power structure are labelled "good women."

One of the common topics usually
discussed regarding women is their attire. If it
is not enough to be objectified by the male
gaze, the womanneedstotakeprecautionsto
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not "tempt" the men with their way of dressing.
Such absurd ideas only take away the guilt
from male victims and male-dominant
practices. Such beliefs lead to cases like
molestation, rape and eve-teasing.Women are
taught to be quiet and suppress their feelings
when subjected to such oppression. Rape
victims are often looked at in disgust and are
ultimately treated as outcasts of society. When
they need the utmost emotionally to cope with
the trauma, they are questioned and blamed
instead. Her "immodest clothing" is deemed
the cause. If that had been the case, 6-month-
old baby girls or women wearing burkhas
would never have been raped. Sadly, in most
cases, the (male) offender escapes any kind
of scrutiny or punishment.

Feminist movements in India play a
huge role in representing the changes in that
have been taking place in the country. They
have also brought positive changes in the
dynamics of men's and women's position in
society. While it is difficult to change how the
patriarchal society works completely, there
have been constant efforts throughout the
years, essentially from when women started
to speak upon making reforms on women's
education and social norms in the 19th century,
the emergence of independent women
organisations during the time of independence,
when women started to come out from their
homes. Later, the movement begins to focus
more on mass problems related to women
like getting fair treatment at home, in a
marriage, at work and in the society at large.
While most of the feminist movements in the
west initially started demanding the right to
vote, we as Indian women, are lucky as Indian

democracy has given every individual citizen
of India, irrespective of their gender, the right
to vote from the very first day of
independence.

The deep trauma and turbulence our
women face daily cannot be thought of but
only felt. While many women still suffer a lot
due to patriarchy, we need to support and
appreciate the women who are paving the way
for other women to stand up on their own
feet so that womenkind can break the cycle
of generational trauma together. We must
remember that once, an inhumane sacrifice
like sati was also prevalent in pre-independent
India. Still, we have almost been able to end
it with the help of social reformers like Raja
Ram Mohan Roy. Putting an end to patriarchy
is a long battle which will take its time. While
many of the previous feminist movements in
India focused on upper-caste, upper-class
women, it is time to work for the betterment
of the marginalised women.

Like the "snowball effect," society is
changing; many organisations and foundations
now focus on working on feminist rights in
India. People are gradually evolving with
newer and better mentality than ever before.
Attitude towards women is also witnessing a
positive change. Nevertheless, we should be
aware of the problems women of the country
face. We should spread this awareness
around us. A hope, that women will be able
to live in a society without being not as the
lesser sex and receive equal opportunities
sans gender discrimination, should always
burn in our hearts. After all, it is upon us how
we choose to fight inequality and oppression.
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Report of the General Secretary
B. Borooah College Women's Forum (2021-2023)

The  B.Borooah College Women's Forum was formed with a view to take up women's
issues and problems by creating awareness about their rights and duties. It also aims at providing
platform for women to share their experiences and views regarding their status in the society.
For intellectual and social upliftment of the female employees as well as girl students, the forum
stands for facilitating women's empowerment through guest lectures, awareness programmes
and other welfare activities.

At present BBCWF has 46 members and the executive body of the forum is constituted
with the following members :
Chief Patron : Dr Satyendra Nath Barman

Principal, B. Borooah College
Advisors : Prof Sumanta Borthakur

Vice Principal, B.Borooah College
Dr Pranati Devi
Dr Abhigyan Prasad

President : Ajanita Dutta
Vice-President : Dr Kalpita Bujarbaruah
General Secretary : Dr Anjana Bhattacharya
Asst. General Secretary : Dr Anu Rani Devi
Treasurer : Dr Trishna Rani Bora
Members : Dr Sucharita Dey

Dr Ripa Kataki
Dr Rupa Baruah
Dr Juri Das Choudhury
Pinky Das
Dr  Kabita Chiring

Editors ( Khoj) : Dr Gitanjali Das
Dr Sumana Das

The BBCWF has initiated various activities during the session 2021 - 2023. Some of the activities
conducted by the forum are listed below :

On 8th March 2021, BBCWF celebrated International Women's Day with a day
longporogramme. Mrs Anu Mandal, Proprietor of Ava Creation and a renowned woman
entrepreneur in the field of handloom and textile industry was invited as a special guest. She
delivered a talk on" WomenEmpowerment and Skill Development" and also interacted with the
faculty members and the students. The discussions mainly took place on different aspects of
women entrepreneurship. To mark the celebration, a painting competition was also organised in
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the theme " Status of Women in Contemporary Society" and the winners were awarded in the
programme on 8th March.

On the same day a farewell programme was also organised and retired members of the
Forum-Dr Jolly Deka Majumder and Prof Mina Barman Kakati was felicitated.

On 30th October 2021, BBCWF organised anInteraction and Discussion programme
on "Cyber Security and Cyber Safety" in Collaboration with C.I.D Branch, Assam Police. SP
Sri Pranab Jyoti Goswami and DSP Sri Punamjit Nath of C.I.D Branch, Assam Police talked on
different pros and cons of Cyber security and Cyber safety. The discussion was followed by
interaction with the audience present. They also answered many queries raised by the audience.

The forum organised a Cake icing and Cake Decorating workshop on 14th February
2023. The workshop was conducted by Ms. Bhagyashree Sarma. The workshop was followed
by a hands on practice session. Both the faculty members and students actively participated in
the workshop.

To mark the celebration of International Women's Day on 8th March 2022, Mr.
Momojit Roy, a renowned fitness trainer and instructor was invited to speak on "Daily Fitness".
He talked on how to keep oneself healthy and also shared some tips to maintain fitness. The
talk was followed by an interaction session.

On the same day a group of members of BBCWF visited the "Sishu Ashray Sthall" a
shelter for the child victim of cancer and their guardians, who are unable to stay on their own at
Guwahati to take the lengthy  treatment of cancer. due to financial hardships. The forum offered
some eatables and daily use items to them and spend a fruitful  evening interacting with them.
This AshraySthall is run by a well known  NGODeepsikha, who is working for  cancer patients.

  A farewell programme was arranged on 20th December 2022, for retired members of
the Forum :Dr.Maina Sharma, Prof Amulya Ch. Das and Dr. Bharati Goswami. They were
felicitated on their successful completion of service life and a short programme was organised
in  honour of them.

   In connection with the celebration of International Women's Day 2023, BBCWF
had organized an on the spot Essay Writing competition on 3rd March 2023 and an on the spot
Poster Making competition on 4th March,2023. The  topic of Essay Competition was " Gender
Equality and Technology and the theme of Poster Making competition was " Women
Empowerment.

I offer my sincere thanks and gratitude to all members of BBCWF for their help and
support in organising various activities of the forum. Special thanks to the executive committee
members, without whose constant guidance and active participation it would not have been
possible for me to run the activities efficiently. I hope in the coming days the students, teachers,
community peoples will be immensely benefitted by the activities of the Women's Forum.
Every step of the forum will be highly rewarding one, I am sure of it. Wishing BBCWF a
shining future.

Thank You.
Dr. Anjana Bhattacharya

Secretary, BBCWF
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